
           

An AMA Gold Club 

 

Newsletter Editor.  

Hello everyone, I’m John Lawyer and I am going to 
be taking over as the newsletter editor.  I will admit 
I am terrible with names, so if I get your name 
wrong in the newsletter I apologize beforehand.  If 
I get other facts wrong, I apologize.  If you send me 
an email or hand me a note on any corrections, I 
will be glad to get it into the next newsletter.  
Besides, that will help me to take up space in the 
newsletter also.     You can contact me at 
jlawyer41@att.net or 765-918-7229 

I will always be happy to take input from anyone for 
the newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 7 - Blacksheep club meeting is at the field 
clubhouse at 7:00 pm 

April 4 - Blacksheep club meeting is at the field 
clubhouse at 7:00 pm 

April 6 thru 8 - 64th annual Toledo Weak Signals 
R/C Expo. Click here for the Expo website 

May 2 - Blacksheep club meeting is at the field 
clubhouse at 7:00 pm   

May 5 - Annual Avon Parks Spring Fling  

June 6 - Monthly club meeting  

June 30 - 11th Annual Blacksheep Warbird Fly In.  

July 4 - Independence Day cookout  

August 1 - Monthly club meeting  

August 11 - 6th Annual R/C Airshow to benefit 
HVAF (Hoosier Veterans Assistance Foundation).  

 

 

 

February 2018 Meeting Minutes 
Recorded by Tom Carlyle, Secretary 

The February 2018 club meeting was held on February 7, 
2018 at the Flying Field Clubhouse.  President Rege Hall 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  Approximately 17 
members were in attendance. 

President's Report  

 12 members flew on January 1st.  It was really cold…-
10 degrees F!  Batteries were running down really fast.  
But the food was great, as was the comradery. 

 

Vice President's Report  

 No report. 
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Treasurer's Report  

 No report. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
 No report. 
 

Field Marshall’s Report 

 No report. 
 

Safety Coordinator's Report  

 No report. 
 

New Members/Visitors 

 Kelley Spencer (new member) – said he hasn’t flown for 
some time, but is wanting to get back in the hobby.  He 
used to fly pattern planes and still wants to be able to fly 
something like them, but he said he was open to other 
types of planes. 

 

Old Business 
 No old business. 
 

New Business 

 Warrior Day support at AMA – AMA contacted the 
Club’s board and asked if we would be willing to move 
our support of their Warrior Day event to Labor Day 
weekend.  The Indiana Warbird Campaign is that 
weekend, and with that event to help draw in visitors, 
they hope to have more veterans attend the Warrior 
Day event.  The actual Warrior Day would be on 
Saturday of Labor Day weekend…September 1st.  
Those present discussed the idea and then we voted to 
support the event on Saturday, September 1st.  The 
board will get back in touch with Mandee Mikulski at 
AMA to let her know we’ll be there.  More details will be 
provided as the time nears. 

 The annual Avon Spring RC Fling will be held on May 
5th at the Avon Town Hall park.  Like in prior years, this 
is a multi-RC event, with boats, cars/trucks, and aircraft. 
Blacksheep will be the host club for the aircraft portion 
of the event.  It is a float fly.  AMA membership will be 
required, but club membership will not be required 
(members of other clubs are invited to attend).  Here is 
a link to the flyer for the event.  
http://www.indyhobbies.com/2018_Spring_Fling_Poster
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 Our Club Warbird Fly-In will be held on Saturday, June 
30th.  The event will be AMA sanctioned by Rege Hall. 

 The Club NMAD fundraising event will be held on 
Saturday, August 11th.  Like last year, the funds raised 
will go to support the Hoosier Veterans Assistance 
Foundation in Indianapolis.   
 Tom Carlyle said that his job assignments at work 

have changed; he’s going to be traveling a lot more 
than in past years.  He said he would not have as 
much time to gather raffle prizes for the event as he 

has in prior years.  He asked for volunteers to take 
on the task of gathering raffle prize donations. If you 
are willing to help with the task, please get in touch 
with Tom. 

 

Show and Tell 

 Bryan Baumer brought his Freewing Royal Air Force 
BAE Hawk 70 mm EDF.  He plans to fly it with a 5000 
mAh 6 cell battery.  It has a Spektrum As3x Rx 
programmed with three flight modes. 

 John Louden brought a Sopwith Camel kit to the club 
meeting. This kit is intended to be a display model (not 
to be covered).  John’s dad acquired the kit but never 
started building it.  It has very high quality wood and 
metal parts.  John wants someone in the club to build it 
and then donate it to the club.  Let John know if you’re 
interested in building it.  

 

With no further club business, the meeting was adjourned.   

 

One last reminder, please support your local hobby stores.  
Special thanks go out to HobbyTown USA in Castleton for 
extending a discount to our club for our monthly and year 
end raffle prizes.   

   
 
 
Field reminders: 
-  If you should ever have to call 911 (or order 
pizza), our address is 178 E. Twin Bridges Rd  
-  If you are the last one at the field, be sure the 
clubhouse door is locked and the front gate is 
locked. 
-  Fly safe, the AMA safety rules are posted by the 
door of the clubhouse.. 
-  If flying on 72 mhz, be sure to use the frequency 
board. 
-  There are fire extinguishers located just inside 
the clubhouse door. 
-  If you see trash or cans lying around, please pick 
it up. Let’s all keep our field beautiful. 
-  Try not to overflow gas, glow fuel or smoke fluid 
on the grass, causes bare sports. 
-  Be cognizant of others.   
- Watch for full scale planes.  Avoid any 
interaction. 
-  Please put aluminum cans in the bins that are 
located in the clubhouse and by the trash cans, we 
are recycling the cans to help pay for gas for the 
mowers. 
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From AMA Blog. 

FBI Unmanned Aerial 
System (UAS) Outreach 
As you know, we have been enjoying our great hobby 
safely and responsibly for over 80 years. 
Unfortunately, there is now some concern that 
extremist groups could use drones to inflict harm and 
cause serious damage. The FBI has contacted AMA as 
part of their routine community outreach to ask for our 
help in staying ahead of this threat. We are honored to 
assist in the FBI efforts and, in fact, our hobby has a 
strong history of helping them in the past. 

To learn more about our hobby, and help identify the 
good guys from the bad guys, FBI agents may visit 
some local AMA clubs soon. As all members and 
clubs are ambassadors for AMA, we encourage you to 
welcome any FBI agents that you may encounter and 
answer their questions. 

We also want to help the FBI learn more about our 
hobby and AMA’s commitment to safety. [As such, if 
you are approached by the FBI, be welcoming and if 
appropriate consider offering flight time with a model 
trainer and AMA instructor.] This is a good 
opportunity to show someone new to the hobby the 
basics of RC flying. We highly encourage you to give 
the FBI an overview of our safety guidelines. 

In addition, the FBI has asked for AMA members to be 
vigilant and help identify any unusual behavior. If you 
feel someone or something is in immediate danger, call 
911; if the threat is not imminent, call 855-TELL-FBI. 
Please refer to the attached FBI brochure for more 
information and contact phone numbers. 

Lastly, we ask that you please contact AMA 
government affairs at 800-435-9262 and let us know if 
you are visited by the FBI or arrange a flight time with 
them. We’d be glad to assist with whatever you need. 

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. 

AMA Government Affairs 

 
 
 

 

Answer sheet to last month’s airplane find. 

 

http://amablog.modelaircraft.org/amagov/files/2018/02/UAS_Outreach_Trifold_ICUCTD.pdf


 
Modeling tips from MAN magazine 
Forwarded by Rege Hall. 
 

MOTOR-BACKPLATE SLIPPAGE 

 
Almost all motor prop adapters are smooth; they 
don’t have a knurled finish. This means that when 
you install a prop and try to tighten the nut, the 
adapter often slips. Small pieces of 220-grit 
sandpaper CA’d to the backplate surface will 
prevent this and secure the prop tightly. This easy 
fix is well worth the bit of time it takes to do. 
REMOVING COVERING FROM BALSA SHEETING 

 
Removing covering over balsa sheeting can be tricky. 
If you cut too deeply, you can compromise the wood’s 
integrity. By placing the blade in the knife handle as 
shown in the photo, you can easily adjust and control 
the depth of the cut. To set the blade’s depth, use it on 
a scrap piece of sheeting and make test cuts before you 
make the actual cuts on the model. 
MARKING HINGE LOCATIONS 

 
When it’s time to mark the locations of hinges, you 
could do it with a ruler and a pen, but there’s an easier 
way, and you won’t have to put a single mark on the 
plane! Lay a strip of masking tape on the leading edge 
of the control surface and on the trailing edge of the 
wing. Mark the hinge locations on the tape. When 
you’ve finished, remove the tape and apply it to the 
other control surface. That’s it! 
BY JERRY SMITH 
EXTRA WEIGHT 

 
Often, you have to add extra weight to the nose or 
to the tail of an airplane to achieve the proper 
center of gravity (CG), and lead seems to be the 
material of choice for this task. Shower-base 
liners are made out of lead, and you can cut them 
into small pieces easily with scissors and then 
bolt them on. The lead is approximately 1/16 inch 
thick, and you can cut it to fit almost anywhere. 
Used and new shower-base liners can be 
purchased from plumbing-supply houses. 
 

 

 



 
 

by John Lawyer***  Till next month may all your 

landings be wheels down.  *** 
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